Lesson 8: All Saints
Please click twice to watch the video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J-vOfFWUyIs&t=342s
As Catholics, we begin November by remembering those who have died. We call the first two
days of November All Saints Day and All Souls Day.
From the first centuries after Christ, Christians who died a martyr’s death were considered saints,
who live in God’s presence forever. Every year, on the anniversary of the martyrs’ deaths,
Christians would visit their tombs and celebrate the Eucharist. This practice grew throughout the
centuries to include remembering other outstanding Christians on the days they died. Soon the
entire calendar was filled with memorials of the saints. In the ninth century, Pope Gregory IV
designated November 1 as the day to remember all the saints living in God’s presence.
November 1 is All Saints Day. The night before was called All Hallow’s Eve, which was
eventually shortened to Halloween. All Saints’ Day celebrates both known and unknown saints.
Saints are those who are believed to have reached heaven.
All Souls’ Day, November 2, is dedicated to those who still have not reached heaven.
Some Famous Saints
St. Peter is a fisherman who became the head of the Church.
St. Paul of Tarsus, formerly named Saul, persecuted Christians before he became a preacher of
the Gospel.
St. Francis of Assisi established the Order of Friars Minor called Franciscans. He was blessed
with stigmata, the five wounds of Christ.
St. Dominic founded the Order of Friars Preachers known as Dominicans. His motto is the Latin
word veritas meaning ‘truth’.
St. Anthony of Padua was called the “Hammer of Heretics” because of his oratory skills. He is
the patron saint of lost objects.
St. Thomas Aquinas is dubbed as the greatest intellectual mind of the Church. He is known for
writing the Summa Theologica, volumes of books written about God.
St. Patrick of Ireland successfully converted paganism to Christianity during his time as a bishop
in Ireland.
St. Therese of Lisieux is a Carmelite who entered the monastery at a young age and showed great
spiritual maturity.

