Lesson 26: The Assumption of Mary
Please click twice to watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfJJ-nuibcg

Assumption of Mary
Feast Day August 15
Every year, Christians celebrate when Our Blessed Mother was taken up into Heaven body and
soul at the end of her life. On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII infallibly declared the doctrine
of the Assumption a dogma: “By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles
Peter and Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a divinely
revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother of God, the every Virgin Mary, having completed
the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.”
Fun Fact: Dogma is another name for what the Church believes and are fundamental to the
Catholic faith. It is etched on the heart of the Church for eternity because the Church believes it
was revealed by God and the Church declared it infallibly (incapable of being wrong).
It has not been dogmatically defined whether Mary actually died or not – Pope Pius XII left this
question open when he said “having completed the course of her earthly life.” Many people,
however, believe that she did not die. However, there is a tradition that Mary died in the presence
of all of the apostles. Saint Thomas, however, was absent. When he arrived, the other apostles
opened the tomb for him and found it empty. The apostles then concluded that she had been taken
up into Heaven. A later tradition says that Mary then dropped her sash down from Heaven for
Thomas as proof that she really had been assumed into Heaven.
What is the difference between the Ascension and the Assumption? Jesus ascended. Mary was
assumed. Because Jesus is God, he went up into Heaven by his own power. Mary, however, is
a creature. She is not God. Thus, she could not ascend to Heaven by her own power. Thus, she
was assumed – taken up into Heaven.
Even though Mary was assumed into Heaven, she is always with us. Heaven is our home and
Mary wants us to be with her and her Son for all eternity. On the Solemnity of the Assumption,
let us remember our Mother who is in Heaven and who loves us very much. The Assumption is
the fourth Glorious Mystery in the Rosary. So, every time we pray the Rosary we can remember
that she is always with us and that she loves us more than anyone else on earth could!

