Lesson 7: Angels
Please click twice to watch the video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=olXmxXQyaGQ
The Catholic Church confirms the existence of angels, and that they are active in our lives. So,
what is an angel? What is an archangel? And what makes them so special?
The Catechism states, "The existence of the spiritual, non-corporeal beings that Sacred Scripture
usually calls 'angels' is a truth of faith," (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 328).
The word, "angel,” means, "messenger."
The Bible recognizes, "nine choirs" of angels. Each choir has a name and a purpose.
The Bible also mentions archangels. Archangels are recognized as leaders, and they are entrusted
by God with special duties. The Bible and the Church recognizes seven archangels, although just
three are known by name, Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael.
The name Michael means "one who is like God." His will is focused, immovable, and entirely
driven toward accomplishing goodness; he is the protector of souls and wields his powerful sword
against the poisonous and indicative aspirations of the devil who Jesus calls a "murderer from the
beginning" and the "father of lies".
St. Michael the Archangel visited three children at Fatima, Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta in 1917
to prepare them for the work of the Blessed Virgin.
St. Michael the Archangel said to them, "Fear not. I am the Angel of Peace. Pray with me." Then
he prostrated himself and repeated three times: "My God; I believe, I adore, I hope, and I love
Thee! I beg Thee forgiveness for those who do not believe, do not adore, do not hope, and do not
love Thee!"
During a visit to the Sanctuary of Saint Michael the Archangel, Pope John Paul II said, "The battle
against the devil . . . is the principal task of Saint Michael the archangel."
Scripture narrates the same truth: "Then war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels battled
against the dragon. Although the dragon and his angels fought back, they were overpowered and
lost their place in heaven. The huge dragon, the ancient serpent known as the devil or Satan, the
seducer of the whole world, was driven out; he was hurled down to earth and his minions with
him" (Revelation 12:7-9).
Gabriel means "God is my strength". He was sent from God to Nazareth, "to a virgin betrothed
to a man named Joseph, . . . and the virgin's name was Mary. And coming to her, he said, "Hail,
favored one! The Lord is with you" (Luke 1:27-28).

Pope St. Gregory the Great wrote: "He [Gabriel] came to announce the One who appeared as a
humble man to quell the cosmic powers. Thus, God's strength announced the coming of the Lord
of the heavenly powers, mighty in battle".
Raphael means "God is my health". He is one of seven angels "who enter and serve before the
Glory of the Lord" (Tobit 12:15). The meaning of Raphael's name reflects the fact that he touched
Tobit's eyes in order to heal them of blindness.
St. Augustine teaches in reference to the angels' office and nature: "Angel' is the name of their
office, not of their nature. If you seek the name of their nature, it is 'spirit'; if you seek the name
of their office, it is 'angel': from what they are, 'spirit,' from what they do, 'angel.'" In other words,
the office of the angels is one of mission, as messengers of God, while their nature is defined as
non-physical, personal spiritual beings created by God.
The Catechism teaches in reference to the angels' office: "With their whole beings the angels are
servants and messengers of God. Because they always behold the face of my Father who is in
heaven' they are the mighty ones who do his word, hearkening to the voice of his word'" .
The angels are truly beautiful. As we reflect upon them, we are drawn toward a deeper and clearer
understanding of God's love for man; for billions of angels, to be sure, are given the personal
charge of looking after God's children as their guardian angels.
Every moment of each day, day after day, year after year, our faithful guardian angels stand at
our side, focused on our well-being with far greater power and intensity than we ourselves can
summon, since the strength of their angelic will is far greater than ours. Let us thank God each
day for their protection and guidance, giving to us great advantage here below, for they see the
reality of our life in clarity, which is something we often fail to do.
God has commended to each of us an angel for our very own. What love has God for his children,
for those he has created in the image of his incarnate Son!

9 Choirs of Angels
Name
Seraphim
Cherubim
Throne
Dominions
Virtues
Powers
Principalities
Archangels
Angels

Role
Angels of love, light, and fire; guardians of God’s throne
Angels of harmony and wisdom; guardians of spiritual sanctuaries.
Angels of will and justice; givers of positive energy.
Angels of intuition; the leaders; gives guidance to lower angels.
Angels of choice and motion; provides enlightenment.
Angels of power and defense; keepers of history; the warriors.
Angels of time and blessings; guardians of countries and cities.
Ruling angels; God’s messengers; protectors of human life.
The messengers of mankind; guardians to humans and nature.

